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statistically significant interaction effect or main effect for administration procedures. A 
statistically significant main effect for group was lound (i.e., the controls scored higher than 
the brain injury group). Therefore, the process of maximizing the elicitation of qualitative 
information does not appear to affect the quantitative outcome of the EA. test. Advantages 
of utilizing this process-oriented administration procedure are described. In addition, reasons 
when clinicians may not want to use this approach are mentioned. 

Ginsberg, J. P., M. A., & Long, C. J. 
Acceleration qf'Age-Related Decline in Neuropsychological Perfbrmance after Recovery 
from Severe Traumatic Brain Injury. 
The effect of age on the summary Impairment Index, and on each of the seven tests used to 
determine it, was analyzed in a group of severely traumatically brain injured patients In = 87, 
time since injury greater than 2 years) and compared to a control group of patients (n = 219) 
who had no significant evidence of any neurological disorder. The age range of the two 
subgroups was 20 to 62 years old. The only interaction between age and TBI was found on 
Speech Sounds Perception (p = 0.001), and follow up tests indicated that the increase in 
errors accelerated after age 40. However, a significant main effect of age was found on the 
Impairment Index, Trails B, Rhythm, TPT-Time, and TPT-Location (all ps < 0.05), and a 
significant main effect TBI was found on all eight measures (all ps < 0.001). When bivariate 
relationships within the brain injured group only were considered, age was significantly 
correlated with the Impairment Index, Speech Perception, TPT-Time, TPT-Memory, and 
TPT-Location. These results suggest that the age-related decline in neuropsychological 
pertbrmance known to occur in normal aging is accelerated after recovery from severe 
traumatic brain injury. 

Glidden, R., Sheslow, D., & Adams, W. 
hTvestigating Handwriting: The Relationships of Visual-Motor Skills. 
Despite its importance to everyday classroom functioning, there have been few studies 
examining the neurocognitive components of handwriting in children. With the recent 
publication of the visual-motor test batte12¢, Wide Range Assessment of Visual Motor 
Abilities (WRAVMA), children can now be evaluated for visual-motor, visual-spatial, and 
fine motor skills using norms derived from a single standardization sample. The purpose of 
this study was to examine the relationships between handwriting and important neurocog- 
nitive subskills that presumably comprise visual-motor ability. Ninety-two children, 7-12 
years of age, completed a two-sentence copy task and the WRAVMA. A 17-item rating scale 
was employed to assess handwriting. Evaluation criteria included letter formation, alignment, 
uniformity, spacing, legibility, and fluency. Inter-rater reliability exceeded .95. Results 
demonstrated a mild tc ~noderate correlation between handwriting and subtests of the 
WRAVMA. The correlation between handwriting and the visual-spatial test was .31: hand- 
writing and the visual-motor test was .22. and handwriting and fine motor test was .21. The 
highest correlation was found between handwriting and the visual-motor composite score (r 
= .41 ). A regression analysis with age and individual WRAVMA variables accounted for only 
16% of the variance. Although there is a predicated developmental trend in handwriting 
ability, only a moderate relationship was lound in the age group studied. Results suggest that 
handwriting may be a complex, integrative neurocognitive task that taps visual-motor skills, 
more fluid cognitive abilities and likely behavioral factors as well. Expertise in various 
recognized components of visual-motor ability only partially predicts good handwriting. 
Other factors such as motivation, planning skill, attention to detail, and speed of production 
should be studied as potential variables that affect the quality of handwriting. Clinical and 
psychometric implications will be discussed. 
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